THE    RED     SULTAN

a journey. Which cloak would Your Majesty prefer
for protection against the evening air as we cross the
passage of the Strait ? "

They crossed that night with due allowance of
money, clothing, and women. The little party made
its way through the desolate lands of Asia till they
came to the ancient city of Magnesia, about thirty
miles north-east of Smyrna. There the Red Sultan
dwelt at ease for three more years, and there, in
February, 1918, at the good old age of eighty, he died
in peace, as most men die.
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